Lavaca River

¥ > Watershed Protection Plan
Project updates

Emily Monroe
Extension Program Specialist
Texas Water Resources Institute

August 20, 2020
Annual CRP Meeting

",) TEXAS A&M
Texas Water AGRI LIFE
Resourcesk Insgltute RESEARCH|EXTENSION

mare E!.-'P?fv rop count




TWRI Project Areas
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» Established by Water Resources Research Act (1964)
to address existing and emerging water issues
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e Sustaining and Enhancing

* Engaging and Educating

* Funding Offered
* USGS/Mills Student Scholarships
* Water Seed Grant
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LAVACA RIVER WPP

* Lavaca River and Rocky Creek

* impaired due to elevated levels of bacteria,
especially E. coli.

* Low dissolved oxygen

* Plan developed by TWRI and watershed
residents, and was accepted in April 2018
by the EPA

e Qur goal is to educate residents on how
they can protect their water resources
through voluntary management measures.

* WPP covers:

* General watershed management I_a Va Ca Rive = .y
* Characterizes the Lavaca River watershed ' |

*  Water quality standards Wate rS h ed T W
Protection Plam

e Pollutant sources in the watershed

%
* Education and outreach efforts ;}
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* |dentifies potential resources/funding

4

Texas Water —
' > Watershed Protection Plan Resources Institute

make every drop count

Lavaca River




MATAGORDA BASIN WPPs
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* Tres Palacios Creek
*  WPP Implementation ongoing

* Carancahua Bay

*  WPP recently accepted,
proposal submitted for 319 funding

* Arenosa & Garcitas Creek
e WPP still under review

Arenosa Creek

Watershed f Palacios
¢ Carancahua YWatershed

Bay
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LAVACA RIVER & ROCKY CREEK
WPP IMPLEMENTATION PROJECT [~

Fayette

* Funded by a Clean Water Act 319(h) = 3
grant through TCEQ from EPA [9of i
* Educational programs to encourage ngend a;

implementation of BMPs

* Livestock, Feral Hog, OSSFs, Pet waste,
Urban stormwater runoff, and dumping

*  February 2020 - Landowner Riparian
Workshop

* August 2020 - Healthy Lawns, Healthy
Waters

*  QOctober 2020, Date TBA - Texas Watershed
Stewards

~~ TCEQ Stream Segments -
Cj County Boundaries

* Monthly Water Quality Monitoring

e Lavaca-Navidad River Authority

KO Lavaca River Texas Water —_—
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Historical Water Quality Data
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WPP Water Quality Data, July ‘19 - July ‘20

WPP E. coli Data for Lavaca River & Rocky Creek
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DIRECT MAILER CAMPAIGNS

* Distributed to Lavaca County landowners based on Land Use classifications
* Pre- and post-evaluation with four educational mailers

» Jackson County OSSF direct mailer campaigned planned for 2021

AM | PROPERLY STOCKED?

OVERSTOCKING Overgrazed: hooves and manure ] VANTAGES TO -
INDICATORS: visible at a distance. 1  APPROPRIATELY STOCKING:
» Bare patches . Protection of soil & water
+ Visible hooves from b
a distance - »  Drought resilience
+ Noticeable manure | Decrease in feeding costs
from a distance

Weed encroachi e

B WHO CANHELP?
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NEWSLETTER

* Annual Summer newsletter distributed via e-
mail (and printed for face-to-face meetings!)

- 4

2P T
EE R

Lavaca River

¥ > Watershed Protection Plan

ealthy Lawns Healthy Waters

* Other e-mails include events and programs

just 11, Edna, T

n and install

* Subscribe on the watershed website:
http://matagorda.tamu.edu/lavaca

Summer 2020 Newsletter

Published by the Texas Water Resources Institute
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Lavaca County Landowners Direct Mailer

- 4.
Lavaca River Texas Water

' > Watershed Protection Plan Resources Institute

make every drop count




Questions?

Emily Monroe
Extension Program Specialist
TWRI

Emily.Monroe@ag.tamu.edu
979.458.3154

http://matagorda.tamu.edu/lavaca
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