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• Established by Water Resources Research Act (1964) 
to address existing and emerging water issues

• Focus Areas 

• Restoring and Protecting

• Sustaining and Enhancing 

• Engaging and Educating 

• Funding Offered 

• USGS/Mills Student Scholarships 

• Water Seed Grant 



@TxWRI



LAVACA RIVER WPP
• Lavaca River and Rocky Creek 

• impaired due to elevated levels of bacteria, 
especially E. coli.

• Low dissolved oxygen

• Plan developed by TWRI and watershed 
residents, and was accepted in April 2018 
by the EPA

• Our goal is to educate residents on how 
they can protect their water resources 
through voluntary management measures.

• WPP covers:
• General watershed management

• Characterizes the Lavaca River watershed

• Water quality standards

• Pollutant sources in the watershed

• Education and outreach efforts

• Identifies potential resources/funding



MATAGORDA BASIN WPPs
• Tres Palacios Creek

• WPP Implementation ongoing

• Carancahua Bay 
• WPP recently accepted, 

proposal submitted for 319 funding

• Arenosa & Garcitas Creek
• WPP still under review



• Funded by a Clean Water Act 319(h) 
grant through TCEQ from EPA

• Educational programs to encourage 
implementation of BMPs

• Livestock, Feral Hog, OSSFs, Pet waste, 
Urban stormwater runoff, and dumping 

• February 2020 – Landowner Riparian 
Workshop

• August 2020 – Healthy Lawns, Healthy 
Waters

• October 2020, Date TBA – Texas Watershed 
Stewards

• Monthly Water Quality Monitoring
• Lavaca-Navidad River Authority

WPP IMPLEMENTATION PROJECT
LAVACA RIVER & ROCKY CREEK



Historical Water Quality Data
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WPP Water Quality Data, July ‘19 – July ‘20

295.96 224.17

184.26 443.24
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DIRECT MAILER CAMPAIGNS
• Distributed to Lavaca County landowners based on Land Use classifications

• Pre- and post-evaluation with four educational mailers

• Jackson County OSSF direct mailer campaigned planned for 2021



NEWSLETTER
• Annual Summer newsletter distributed via e-

mail (and printed for face-to-face meetings!)

• Other e-mails include events and programs 

• Subscribe on the watershed website:
http://matagorda.tamu.edu/lavaca
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